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A Two-Ring Wedding Is lee a Three Ring ClI‘CUS---SD Much Going On at the Same Time That One Is Likely To Miss Some Points

Edward Norton and Gmup of Old Bennington Potterv Workers of Flfty Years Ago

Top Row, Left to Right
Lower Row, Left to Right
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A Famous Industry Here For
Years.

At a recent meeting of the
D, A. R. an Interesting paper on pot-
tery making in Bennington was read.
The article was prepared by Mrs. C,
H. Emmons, daughter of the late Hd-
ward Norton, and was read by her
sister, Miss Helena Norwn. With a
few changes and gome additions to
make it more complete, the article is
as follows:

Walter A, Dyer, author of
Amerfean Craflsmen.” says:
triotism, when it leads to war and des-
olation, ceases, In my opinfon to be n
virtue, but when it leads men and
wamen - Lo the revival and preserva
tion of ‘worthy traditions and institu-
tfons and to the study of history and
industrial ‘arts, -4t becomes a positive
construgtive! price for good.” With
this thought in mind we search for
tha early history of the HBennington
pottery which was establishied by Cap-
tain John Norton, who was an oflicer
in the  18th Connecticut reglment,
served in Now York In 1776 was
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sturt up Carpenter HUD
when she would say, "Good
Willlam.,” and he Would reply, ™

night Delin.”
| John Nerton died
his somn, Liuman, Norton as
he was known) village
and bullt a potlery on the gite of the
prasent bullding. 't was absut the
Amo size #lyle arehitectars
The business wans conducted on a
much larger scale and they manuy-
factured stone wuare, vellow ware amd
Rockingham, which 1s a yellow ware
spatterad before firing with o brown
clny, which giveas mottied ape
| pearance. It was first mide (n Eng-
lund at the Swinton potiery on i
inte Charles

Hocking

. | hit w i AV Skille
on, Litchfield county, Connecticut, ' "'_*' bich ga - Skilled
and drove up through Berkshire workmen came from i and
Mrs, W. B. Walk H@y-

¢rul pleces of ware made ot this time

county intb Benniugton. (A portion Holland,
in color and deslgn

of the harneks uged on the trip ls In | 78
our possession.) He purchased land | WiHCh |
in the south pfrt of the town, com- | Hendsome R8 anything mide
prising what m-n now the Moses Wil-| the United St pottery
son, the W, Hinman and the Chas ' Was be tho days o
Tudor farms and bullt hig pottery op-( Uavelling salesmen., The
posite the spot . where the Hinman packed into large WRBONS .
house now stands. Five yoars later PUrDose. They had high s des and
he bullt the house standing north of Were painted dark green and in large
this property wiilch Is now occupled Y0llow letlers on the uwide read:—
by Charles Tudor and which was "Benniogton Stone War and in
known for many years ag “The old MU I.l smaller ]l'!ll‘l'e-: “Norton 1Mot
Norton Homestead™ His oldest son, ery.” It required four horses o
Luman, bullt the Hinman house and draw them and that they perfactly
was aasoclated with his father in the Matched was a subject of much pride
pottery business. ,'l_'hv.s-- wWigons went N oW
They manufactured an  earthen Evgland and the ld at
ware coverad with a salt giaze, which 8Seneral glores. To drive these leams
was very similar to stoneware but and sell this ware considered
much Hghter in welght and made joars, the best position for young men that
jugs, milk pans, baking dishes, plat- the times offered, It required con
tars, bean pots and the ordinary glderable versatllity be ahle to
household utenslls. Tliere are sever handle four all sorta of
al pleces of this ware known to he in "'M"_‘-- '”'“_ the ware, and get home
existence and many others may bho S8fely wilh the money. Very little
tucked away {n store rooms and at-| Pusiness bedng done through banks
tics. Mrs. L. 8, Norton has a jar -\““”--"'-" varly drivers Ed
which was formerly the property of @ Ward Norion; Henry Hali, Wil
Miss Julla Bingham's grandmother SOV ”-'”_‘ Goeorge Rock
and which Miss Bingham said, that | Who was later the head of the Rock:
her grandmother told her to _Jl“..“d wood !‘.ulllln'_:_ Co.; and E. L. Nichols,
preserve as it was one of the first Whom most of us remepler: Churles
pleces made at the old Norton pottery S0l Sr, was also ona of the later
on the farm. The Ostrander famjly drivers. In suituble weather these
in Hoosick have-n similar plece on Young men wore silk  hats
the bottom of which is written, “This Oppropriate at that time. It was dur
belonged to grauvdfather Ostrandor Ing this sume time that Jin Fisk,
and was made in the old Norton pot- h_u was f.sjmhurll'.‘ :-:"I-.L wans drivi
tery.” Mrs. W..B. Walker has an ink through New Eugland =elling
woell and SG\'G!‘E" pleces which were l:.lllrlj.q Interestihg storles
dug out of the ground in later yeara 0N with meeting him told.
when men wers plowing. In appear-| There wers muny anocdotes also told
ance they might as the saving Is, {0 connection with these young men
vantedate all dates” B. T. Henry Oue returned from a long cold drive
Kindly loaned me @& reocpipted bl I8 the fll and as he came into the of
dated June 20th, 1815. It reads Wi | lice some asked: *“What made his
liam Henry Esg., bought of John Nor. BOSE &0 red. He walked up to the
ton & Son 12 dozen mlilk pans 9 glass, looked it over and sald
shillings per dozen, $18.00, Then | Poubtless it from eating
thres sizes of platters are mentioned, | Many red roosters. They have been
the whole coming 1o $20.00 apg  the main du‘-t gerved sinde leaving
signed John Norton & Son. Connecticut -
Many yaArs ago a cousin In 1830 Judge Norton
father’s told me the happlest recol fn-law, Mr. PFaton, into
lections of her ohildhood were the with him. Mpr. Fenton had
days spent playlng about the old pot- ly learned the pottery trade at a red
tery. A team of horses harnessed to ‘*m*“”_“'*”"_ pattery in T’ﬂ:‘_-:“t
a long pole, and driven in a circle sup- Judse -"'”-"“"‘ 8 son Jullus enme Into
plied the power for grinding the olay the firm about ”‘.“ same time, In
On rare occaslons the childfen of the 846 Mr. Fenton wished to go into the
family were allowed to ride on this Mmanufacture of a more decoratlve
pole. As she explained: “All 11;ul"“0 of ware. Judge Norton did not
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Frederick Godfrey, John H. Norton, Charles C. Kimball, J. A. N. Williams, William Bates. is
Jacob Metz, Edward H Moore, Willlam Smith, Frank A. Greenslet, Edward Norion, Gilbert F. Burt,
Five of the 12 men, Frederick Godfrey, John H. Norton, Charles C. Kimball, Frank A, Greenslet
The whereabouts of two, Jacob Metz and William Smith, are unknown,
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FIRST NATIONAL
BANK CRRISTMAS
U8, 814,000

Nearly F-ur Huncred "ersons Par-
ticipate in the Uistibution

—

BE  CONTI' UED

ClU3 Wit

Officials
creased Disposition to Save

Convinced Flan Has In-

in Bennington.

——

The sum of $14.000 will he distribut
ed to members of the First Natonal
bank Christmas club this year, The
cheeks will be distributed to between
300 and 400 people, Such a sum of
money turned over to so many differ-
ent persona will help to make the
Christmas senson a merry one in
numerous homes in the viliage and
add materially to the general comfort
of the community

Ine Christmas club criginally was
created for the purpose of ennbling
persong to save money through fifty
wieks of the yvear to be expended in
the purchase of giits during the last
fow days. While this significance has
by no means been lost the ldea has
expended Into an easy and attractive
plan of saving money. With the Firat
National bank all classes of people
have used the plan. Huosbands and
wives to surprise members of the
family with Christmas Club checks,
boya and girls too, like to save money
in this way and at the same time they
gatting the “bank habit,” an ae-
quaintance which may stand them in
good stead later on in life, mill girls
and working people too, use the plan
to accumulate money, Many of them
come in at the noon hour and in such
pumbers that it is the busiest time
ef all the day In this department.
The bank (s glad indeed to number
them among ita patrons. Some use
the plan to accumulate a  fund for
some special purpose and they find
this method of putting aside a small
sum regularly for fifty weeks a good
way to do it. Many others, some of
whom have bad bank =accounts for
voars, use the plan for some reason
or other, it appeals to them.

And with all, thrift and regularity,
two admiral tralte, are cultivated.
The trend i8 to stability. In true
thrift one not only learns how to save
but how to use it wisely, how
to spend it to the best advantage.
The club helps in this respect—for
after putting aslde for the period of
filty woeks, one s pretty sure to use
care In his or her expenditures of that
money. We believe that some of the
boye and girls in Bennington will be
woaring woarmer c¢aps and  coats,
gshoes and rabbers this winter be.
cause of the Christmas Clubs,

The bank people Belleve In the Idea
and want to encourage It and so will
this month open a 1917 Christmas
Club and allow 3 per cent Interest Lo
nil -'ln!. memhers who kaep up the'r
winkly pavments, Under the uni-
form '.\-"l-.}_\' payment plan offered by
this bank:
$2.00 sach
1.00 each

a0 each

20 ench

money

$10m 40
60.76
25.37

12.69

week pavs
weok pays
week DAYS
week pays

WEATHER FORECAST

F'or eastern New York and western
Vermont partly cloudy tonight prob-
ably local snows. Priday fair, con-
tinued cold.

SOUTH SHAFTSBURY

There will be a meeting of Cresant
Rebekah lodge Friday eveunlng, Dec,
15,
Edward
spending
busines:
Migs Mary
her school in
holidayvs

Howard are
New York on

David
woeek In

and
the

fs home from
Me., for the

Hasting
Castlne,

— = — e

glass and china. The pottery busi-
ness was In the Norton family from
1792 to 1894 and during that time six
Norton men were members of the
firm, John, Luman, Jullus, Edward,
Luman P., and Edward L, Norton,
The business card lgsued on their one
hundredth anniversary read
“We gtart now on our second cen-
tury and would ask for a continpance
of your favora for the next one, hun-
dred years

Pdward Norton & Co."
The history of the two Benniggton
potterles s confused by most of those
who have talked or written on. the
The Norton pottery standa
for longth of yvears and an output of
a substantial and largely utllitgrian
character
The United States pottery was In
existence but a few years but In Lhat
time preduced much of artistic merit
and many pleces of great beauly.
Very curiously, however, they have
been little appreciated by many Hen-
nincton people proving aniw  the

subject

truth of the old saying "A prophet is
not without honor save in his own
country.”




